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introduction of frost-resistant types of grain have brought about
both an increase in the sown area and an increase in the yield
per acre.
Krasnoyarsk is a town of nearly 200,000 inhabitants. It
is the administrative centre for a vast, thinly peopled region
with a population of two millions. It was originally a fortified
trading-post established after the Cossack penetration of
Siberia in the seventeenth century.
Its importance has increased with the expansion of indus-
trial and agricultural activity in the middle Yenessei basin,
to the north, and in the Minussinsk and Kuznetsk areas to
the south-east. Fishing, lumbering, and trapping in the
northern forest zone are organized from this centre. The
wharfs at the river port are busy with the trans-shipment of
goods from river to rail, and vice versa. Timber from the
Angara valley is sent to the Kuznetsk basin through Krasno-
yarsk. Wheat is exported down the Yenessei through the
port of Igarka. Valuable metals such as manganese pass
through from the east on the way to the steel and metal mills
of Stalinsk. The air-line to Dudinka near the mouth of the
Yenessei starts from the town.
The vital role of air services is well illustrated by the
following figures: From Krasnoyarsk to Molokov Isle, a
hydroplane base about 800 miles down the Yenessei, the
sledge journey in winter occupies forty days. In summer the
river steamships make the journey down the river in from
six to eight days. The return journey takes ten days. The
regular air-service which now operates along this route is
scheduled to cover the distance in eight hours.
The industries of Krasnoyarsk and Kansk are closely bound
up with the utilization of local iron and coal resources, gold,
timber, and agricultural products.
The warehouses of Krasnoyarsk are piled high with sacks
of Siberian flour, milled in the town. Lumber from trie forests
supplies the saw-mills and paper mills. Other important
manufactures are leather, glass, and chemicals, and there is a
large plant which specializes in the construction of gold-
washing machines.